[Hypersensitivity pneumonitis and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis - case report].
Hypersensitivity pneumonitis (HP), called extrinsic allergic alveolitis, is a syndrome characterized by diffuse inflammation of lung parenchyma and airways in response to the inhalation of antigens to witch the patient has been previously sensitized. The clinical presentation of HP have been categorized as acute, subacute and chronic. The patient with chronic HP may lack a history of acute episodes and usually reports the insidious onset of cough, dyspnoea, fatigue, and weight los. Idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) is a type of lung disease that results in scarring (fibrosis) of the lungs for an unknown reason. Symptoms of IPF are the same as in chronic hypersensitivity pneumonitis and differentiation may be difficult. We present a case of patient with chronic HP, in whom the course of the end stage of the disease mimic acute exacerbations idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.